
 

TOWN OF CONSTANTIA 
MINUTES - TOWN BOARD – September 18, 2018 

7:30 pm Constantia Town Hall 
 

Present:   Kenneth Mosley - Supervisor 
Richard Colesante, Thomas Moran, John Metzger, Frank Tomaino– Council Members 

   Clare Haynes – Town Clerk 
   Wayne Woolridge – Highway Superintendent 
Others Present:  Roy Reehil – County Legislator  

George Kalkowsky – Barton & Loguidice 
Absent:   Warren Bader – Town Attorney 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
At 7:30 pm Mr. Mosley called the town board meeting to order with the pledge of allegiance.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Ms. Root-Pietrowcz from 6-18 Camper Dr. was in to speak to the board about their residence.  They are located in 
the new Bernhards Bay Water District but was told by Mr. Zimmer that they were not on the build drawings and 
will need to speak to the town.  After discussion, the board asked Mr. Kalkowsky to rectify the situation.   
 
Mr. Covel – 10 Railroad St – asked when the water will be available on his road.  The lateral was put in on 8/13 
hooked up the same day but still waiting. Mr. Kalkowsky explained the process, Mr. Zimmer from Barton & 
Loguidice creates a red line documents that indicates location of every hydrant, valve and curb stop as they are 
installed.  These red line drawings are then returned to Barton & Loguidice for redraft to be submitted to OCWA.  
The next step is walk thru with OCWA for acceptance.  It should be about two more weeks.  Mr. Covel is not 
happy, he has been hearing this for a month and would just like to be hooked up.  

BERNHARDS BAY WATER DISTRICT: 

� Highlander Construction has submitted Pay Application No 5. 
� 95% construction completed to date. 

o Approximately 900’ remaining on Johnson Road 
o Highway Garage fire service lateral was installed and tested 
o All side roads have had water main installed –  

� Testing and disinfection for approval by County Health Dept. 
� B&L prepares the field notes as-built drawings for turnover to OCWA.   
� Then OCWA has to do a walkthrough before a road is “accepted”. 
� After a road is accepted residents are allowed to install services and meters. 
� https://www.ocwa.org/projects/new-water-districts-and-district-expansions/  

� Construction questions can be directed to Senior Inspector Neil Zimmer (cell) 315-350-0831 
� Oswego County Health Department will not waive requirement for hydrant on corner of Lower Rd  
� Bernhards Bay Water District Extension No. 1 

o Draft of Map Plan & Report is done for internal review.  Final draft submitted to Town prior to 
next Board Meeting.   

o Proceeding with SEQR – EAF Part 1 and resolution declaring intent to be Lead Agency will be 
prepared for next Board Meeting 

o Water service was installed, owner will need to wait for official acceptance by OCWA 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Bixby – 13 Lower Rd asked for a meeting at their residence to discuss restoration, September 24th at 
8am, Mr. Mosley, Mr. Kalkowsky and one of the owners of Highlander Construction will meet at their property.   
 
Mr. Metzger made the motion to authorize and submit pay application #5 to Highlander Construction for 
$218,620.09, seconded by Mr. Colesante. 
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino – Yes     Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Yes      
 
Mr. Colesante made the motion to authorize Supervisor Mosley to sign the Scope of Services for 60 Simmons 
Drive Water District Extension for $1,200.00, seconded by Mr. Tomaino.  
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino – Yes     Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Yes   
    
CONSTANTIA SEWER PROJECT: 

Workshop meeting to be scheduled when we have more feedback on the funding approach and start to cater the 

PER accordingly.  Mr. Colesante asked if the hardship policy that Barton & Loguidice is waiting on will 
help with the scope of the project.  Mr. Kalkowsky indicated that it would.  Mr. Moran asked if the entire district 
could be bonded, the answer is yes, but would have to pay the market rate of 3.35% that is why the hardship 
funding at 0% is the best route.  
 

COUNTY LEGISLATOR: 
Mr. Reehil told the board: 
 -West Nile Virus was found in Constantia 
 -Hazardous Waste collection is for the next two weeks at the County landfill in Volney 
 -Mr. Woolridge indicated the salt price is $18 more a ton, Mr. Reehil will check into this increase 
 -Received a call from Mr. Davis from Cleveland VFD about problems with the new 911 CAD system.                 
               Mr. Haynes, Chief of Constantia VFD will also put together a list of their concerns 



 

 
 -211 is a number for people in crisis also www.211cny.com is a good site for additional information 
 
Mrs. Haynes asked about the charitable donations deduction that the Governor has proposed, is the County having 
any discussions, Mr. Reehil said there is no action being taken at this time.  
 

MINUTES: 
Mr. Moran made the motion to accept the following minutes: August 21st town board, August 28th water board, 
seconded by Mr. Colesante. 
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino – Yes     Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Yes      
 
VOUCHERS: 
Mr. Moran made the motion to accept the following vouchers as listed on Abstract #9, Dated September 18, 2018: 
General Fund        295-327 $164,927.84    
Highway Fund         141-152 $188,558.32      
Bernhards Bay Water        22-24 $250,431.88 
North Shore Water            5  $    6,714.47 
Seconded by Mr. Metzger.  
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino – Yes     Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Yes      
 

SUPERVISOR: 
Mr. Moran made the motion to approve the Supervisor’s report dated August 31, 2018, seconded by Mr. 
Colesante. 
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino – Yes    Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Yes   
 
Referring to Budget Transfer #2 for August 2018 the following General Fund Accounts are over budget: 
 A19104.4  Municipal Insurance $1,061.50 
 A6410.4 Publicity  $3,822.00 
 Total over Budget:   $4,883.50    
Mr. Moran made the motion to transfer $4,883.50 from Contingency Account A1990.4 to replenish the 
aforementioned accounts.  This will leave $84,942.78 balance in Contingency Account, seconded by Mr. 
Metzger. 
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino – Yes     Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Yes      
 
HIGHWAY: 
Mr. Woolridge reported: 
 -Speed reduction was approved for Knapp Rd to Nicholsville Rd to 45MPH 
 -Paperwork submitted to lower speed limit on Auringer Rd 
 -Paving should be finished this week, then move to village of Cleveland 
 -Big year for paving 7 miles of road 
 
Mr. Woolridge asked Mr. Mosley to reach out to the Village of Cleveland to pay $4,500 for the roller that will be 
their portion to help with paving. 
 
Mr. Woolridge would like to move forward with the purchase of the repeater from Bush Electronics. After 
reviewing all the information, it would have been nice to be with the County but it is more expensive and after 
purchase all problems with the equipment is the Towns issue.  After discussion, Mr. Moran made the motion to 
authorize Mr. Woolridge to proceed with Bush Electrionics for $17,498.08 for a repeater and radios, seconded by 
Mr. Colesante. 
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino – Yes    Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Yes      
 
Mr. Woolridge will like to send 2 men for paving in January 2019, $350.00 per person plus travel for a week long 
school.  Mr. Woolridge asked about a Town credit card, Mrs. Haynes will call Pathfinder Bank for more 
information.  
 
Mr. Metzger made the motion to accept the Highway Superintendent’s report as given, seconded by Mr. Moran.  
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino – Yes    Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Yes      
 
TOWN CLERK: 
Mrs. Haynes reported that the total receipts and disbursements for the Town Clerk’s Office for the month of 
August were $5,528.20. Mr. Metzger made the motion to accept the Town Clerk report as presented, seconded by 
Mr. Tomaino. 
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino –Yes     Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Yes     
 
Pathfinder Bank will now be charging the Town a fee for return of deposited items, the town will need to pass this 
charge onto the customer who had their check returned.  This usually happens during tax collection, next month 
Mrs. Haynes will have a resolution ready for the board to review and pass if in agreement.   
 
ASSESSOR: 
Mr. Wheeler submitted the following: 



 

We are about to send out the renewal notices for next year’s assessment roll.  The Enhanced STAR and 
Senior Citizen Exemptions are required by law to be renewed each year; however, this past budget year, the 
Governor and State Legislature have over complicated a once simplified system. 

In year’s past, one form was all that was needed to sign up for the Enhanced STAR Program, then, if our 
office determined the applicant’s income met the requirements, they would also receive the Senior Exemption.  
Well, that was the past, and simple is no more. 

Beginning this year, one application will no longer be allowed.  Seniors will need to fill out several forms 
to be able to receive their exemptions.  For example, a typical property owner that was receiving the Senior 
Exemption, will now have to file the following forms: 

1. Senior Citizen Renewal Application (RP-467-Rnw) 
2. Enhanced STAR Renewal Application (RP-425-Rnw) 
3. Mandatory Income Verification Program Application (RP-425-IVP) 
4. Income Worksheet (RP-425-Wkst) 

What does all this mean?  It means that confusion will be festering amongst our elderly population.  It 
means that our mailing costs will be increased this year; it will cost an additional $.21 per envelope to account for 
the additional paper, not to mention the additional paper and toner required to make the necessary copies.  This is 
nothing more than another unfunded State mandate from Albany. 

In anticipation of these changes, it will require more one on one time with our tax payers.  As such, we are 
sending out the notices a whole month ahead of schedule.  We are also requesting that our office be open an 
additional day, if even only for a few months to help alleviate any time constraints for our property owners.  So, 
with the approval of the Town Board, I am requesting that my Assessment Clerk, Lynn Hardy be allowed to work 
on Thursday’s as well.  This extra day, if even only for a month or two, could go a long way towards making sure 
that our office is available to the public as possible. 
 
As always, should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Mr. Metzger made the motion to accept the Assessor’s report as submitted, seconded by Mr. Moran. 
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino –Yes     Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Yes      
 
CODE ENFORCEMENT: 
Mr. Haynes submitted the following report: 
August update: 8/1/18 – 8/31/18 
 
Building Permits: 
Open permits from 2016 - Still at 8 open permits working with property owners 
Open permits from 2017 - Reduced from 40 to 22 
Open permits from 2018 - 41 open 16 completed 
 
Other Permits: 
Open permits reduced from 11 to 7 
All mobile home park permit have paid for 2018 
 
As for violations I have been working on each by contacting property owners and working with them to close the 
violations.  A few have been closed as they have been brought into compliance.   At the present time I am 
concentrating my efforts in Doris Park. 
 
-114 Doris Park Drive has been demolished 
 
I have meet with Mr. Bader twice on Sciacca – 52 Shacksbush Rd.  I sent a letter to Mr. Sciacca and his attorney 
on 9/12/18 giving him 10 days to respond for a re-inspection.  
 
As always, please feel free to contact me with any questions. Mr. Metzger made the motion to accept Code 
Enforcement Officer’s report, seconded by Mr. Moran. 
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino – Yes   Colesante – Yes     Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Yes     
 
JUSTICE: 
Mr. Moran made the motion to accept Justice Pelon's and Justice Simpson's report for August seconded by Mr. 
Metzger. 
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino – Yes   Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Yes     
 
COUNCILMAN: Metzger  

Introduced the following and moved its adoption: 
The Town Board for the Town of Constantia authorizes Town Justice Stephen T. Pelon to apply and 

submit a Justice Court Assistance Program Grant.  The following will be requested:   

 

-Construction of a new entrance into the courtroom to make it handicap accessible.   

-The addition of an in the wall air conditioner in the justice office along with new flooring 

-The purchase of 40 new court chairs 
Seconded by Councilman: Colesante 

The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote, and upon roll call, the vote was as 
follows: 

Kenneth Mosley   Voted   Yes 

Richard Colesante   Voted   Yes 



 

John Metzger    Voted   Yes 

Tom Moran    Voted   Yes 

Frank Tomaino    Voted   Yes 

 
DOG CONTROL: 
Mr. Moran made the motion to accept the Dog Control Officer’s report as received for August, seconded by Mr. 
Metzger. 
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino – Yes   Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Yes     
 

PLANNING BOARD: 
No report. 
 

BOARD OF APPEALS: 
No report. 
 

PARK AND RECREATION: 
Ms. Zehr could not be at the meeting but wanted to let the board know that she will be meeting with Spectrum to 
investigate internet options for the new cameras.  
 
TUG HILL COMMISSION: 
Mr. Baxter reported: 
1.   Oswego County and county cities, towns, and villages passed the shared services plan on Thursday, August 

30 at their meeting in Mexico. It can be found on the county’s web site at 
www.oswegocounty.com/ss%20report8-18.pdf.  

2. The New York State Tug Hill Commission met Monday at the Albion – Altmar Municipal Building, 15 Bridge 
Street, Altars, New York. I brought up the subject of municipal ability to get some kind of payment in lieu of 
taxes for the Constantia share of the Wildlife Management Area that spans into West Monroe. Several towns 
in the North Shore and Salmon Rivers area are in a similar circumstance. I expect there will be a multi-
municipal meeting about this in the near future as follow up. 

3. There will be a public presentation on lake effect snow next Monday, September 24 at 7:00 p.m.at the Sandy 
Creek Town Hall, 1992 Harwood Drive. The presentation, “Lake-Effect Research at SUNY Oswego and How 
We Use it to Prepare Others”, will be by experts from SUNY Oswego’s meteorology department. This 
presentation is being organized by the NYS Tug Hill Commission. Please RSVP to (315) 785-2380 or 
gwen@tughill.org by September 20. 

4. The Tug Hill Commission has a new issue paper out, Cemetery Abandonment and Municipal Responsibilities, 
available on the Tug Hill web site at:www.tughill.org/publications/technical-issue-papers/, which might be of 
interest. 

5. The proposed town budget workshop wound up not being scheduled locally due to limited time and 
competing demands. I will keep my eyes open for other such training opportunities that the town may wish to 
take advantage of. 

7. I have assisted the town bookkeeper in preparation of the budget template for the 2019 tentative budget. 
8. In the near future, I will have the comparison of 2018 Oswego county towns budgets for your reference 

during the 2019 budget preparation. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
Old Nice and Easy property owner Rick Clark has contacted Mr. Mosley again, the board as a whole is interested, 
but need some more information.  Mr. Colesante would like to know what Mr. Bader thought of the document 
received.  Mr. Mosley will contact the DEC Engineer for his opinion as to if this property has a clean slate.  More 
discussion for the October 1st supervisor meeting.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Mr. Byrd is sad to say that he has heard OCO will be moving to Central Square, disappointing that they will no 
longer be on the Northshore, the old Nice and Easy building would have been a nice location.   
 
Complaint about McIntosh Pallet and their grinding piles getting bigger, second complaint of the day.  
 
BOARD INITIATIVES AND COMMENTS: 
-Fact sheet from Mr. Bader on RPTL487 Solar impact 
-Legal notice for audit of the North Shore Water District, no response.  Mr. Metzger and Mr. Moran will handle 
-School request to have May school budget vote at the town hall. The vote will be on the day of a scheduled town 
board meeting, Mr. Colesante would like to know: 
 1. Why? 
 2. Are you closing other locations? 
 3. Are you transferring out of all schools? 
Mrs. Haynes will reach back out for more information. 
-Bid for propane, legal notice. 
-Red Cross would like to have a blood drive at the town hall on November 7th- there were no objections. 
 
ADJOURN: 
At 9:28 pm Mr. Colesante made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Metzger. 
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino – Yes    Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Yes      


