
 

TOWN OF CONSTANTIA 
MINUTES - TOWN BOARD – August 21, 2018 

7:30 pm Constantia Town Hall 
 

Present:   Kenneth Mosley - Supervisor 
Richard Colesante, Thomas Moran, John Metzger, Frank Tomaino– Council Members 

   Clare Haynes – Town Clerk 
   Wayne Woolridge – Highway Superintendent 
   Warren Bader – Town Attorney 
Others Present:  George Kalkowsky – Barton & Loguidice 
   Erin Zehr – Chairman, Park and Recreation Commission 
    
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
At 7:30 pm Mr. Mosley called the town board meeting to order with the pledge of allegiance.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Mr. Schwarz, 32nd St - brought up the hydrant at 13 Lower Rd., wondering why it would be put in that location 
when the grading is so steep.  Mr. Kallowsky agrees that the grade is incorrect, it would be beneficial to put in dirt 
around the hydrant to bring the grade up.  Mr. and Mrs. Bixby owners of 13 Lower Rd., were in attendance and 
they both commented that they do not want additional dirt put around the hydrant.  As they have stated in the past 
they would like the hydrant moved, they both feel the cost of $12,000 the Town was given by Highlander 
Construction is way too high to move the hydrant.  They have also asked for the pictures taken before 
construction and Mr. Zimmer was only able to show them pictures from the Lower Rd perspective not looking up 
at the property from Doris Park Dr.  Mr. Mosley will contact B&L for pictures from the first water project.   
 
Mr. Gibbs, Auringer Rd – was in to discuss lowering the speed limit on Auringer Rd.  Mr. Gibbs has noted that 
the rest of the hamlet has a 35mph but Auringer Rd is not posted.  Mr. Woolridge told the board they can bypass 
the petition process if they recommend the road be posted at 35mph. 
 
COUNCILMAN: Metzger 

Introduced the following and moved its adoption: 
The town board for the Town of Constantia will authorize Highway Superintendent Wayne Woolridge to 

process the proper paperwork for a Speed Reduction Request - Auringer Road. 

Seconded by Councilman: Colesante 

The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote, and upon roll call, the vote was as 
follows: 

Kenneth Mosley   Voted  YES 

Richard Colesante   Voted  YES 

John Metzger    Voted  YES 

Tom Moran    Voted  YES 

Frank Tomaino    Voted  YES 

BERNHARDS BAY WATER DISTRICT: 

� Highlander Construction has submitted Pay Application No 4. 
� 89% construction completed to date. 

o Approximately 900’ remaining on Johnson Road 
� Change Order 2 – install water services to #349 & #351 Johnson Road. 

o All side roads have had water main installed –  
� Testing and disinfection still needs to be done and then approval by County Health Dept.   
� Then OCWA has to do a walkthrough before a road is accepted. 
� After a road is accepted the contractor is allowed to install services. 

o Information packets sent out to residents.  If you have not received a packet, contact the Town 
Clerk.  This packet includes info how to hook up and material requirements. 

� Construction questions can be directed to Senior Inspector Neil Zimmer (cell) 315-350-0831 
 
Mr. Kalkowsky brought with him change order # 2 which will be to cut 10” HDPE water main on Johnson Rd and 
install 20’ of 8” ductile iron pipe, a fire hydrant, and two long side services.  The additional cost will be 
$11,913.85.  Mr. Colesante made the motion to approve and authorize Supervisor Mosley to sign Change Order 
No: 2 dated August 21, 2018 for the total amount of $11,913.85, seconded by Mr. Metzger. 
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino – Yes     Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley – Yes 
 
Mr. Colesante asked when the construction portion will be completed, Mr. Kalkowsky indicated they are running 
pretty close to original schedule should be done in about six weeks.  
 
Mr. Kalkowsky will also need verbal authorization to start the Map, Plan and Report and the SEQR for the 
Bernhards Bay Water District Extension.   The cost to complete the Map, Plan and Report along with the SEQR 
will be approximately $1,200.  After this is completed the board will need to hold a public hearing and publicize. 
This process will take about 6 weeks.  Mr. Metzger made the motion to authorize Barton & Loguidice to complete 
the Map, Plan and Report and the SEQR for the Bernhards Bay Water District Extension for the, seconded by Mr. 
Colesante. 
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino – Yes     Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley – Yes 



 

Mr. Colesante asked Mr. Kalkowsky about the Northshore Water District and its impact on the Bernhards Bay 
Water District. The inter-municipal agreement has a statement where if another water district is formed off the 
North Shore Water District the second district’s EDU charge must be “level”, meaning that the second district 
must pay at least as much as the first district.  Mr. Kalkowsky is not aware of this situation, Mr. Pond will be 
invited to the water district meeting on Tuesday August 28th at 10:30am.  
 

CONSTANTIA SEWER PROJECT: 

� Discussion with NYS DEC today regarding environmental needs and funding sources.  
Follow-on discussions with DEC and EFC officials to discuss funding approach 

• Potential change to EFC “hardship” policy  

• Potential project phasing to leverage multiple years of grant opportunities 
� Workshop meeting to be scheduled when we have more feedback on the funding 

approach and start to cater the PER accordingly. 
 
Discussion turned to the size of the potential sewer district.  Mr. Moran is wondering if it is possible to create a 
district but fund the district in parts.  Maybe go as far as funding will allow, then continue forward as more 
funding becomes available.  Mr. Moran is concerned with residents not hooking up to the sewer causing lower 
EDU’s.  Mr. Kalkowsky responded that the resident will still be responsible for the capital cost, just not the user 
cost and as this is a turnkey project many times the resident will hook up to save future costs.  This potential 
district will be driven by funding, sewers are expensive and the cap is 20M, this potential district is already at 
25+.  More information will be available as the map plan & report is completed.  
 
MINUTES: 
Mr. Moran made the motion to accept the following minutes: 
June 19th town board, July 2nd supervisor meeting, July 17th town board, July 26th sewer meeting, August 6th 
supervisor’s meeting and August 9th special meeting, seconded by Mr. Colesante. 
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino – Yes     Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Yes      
 
VOUCHERS: 
Mr. Moran made the motion to accept the following vouchers as listed on Abstract #8, Dated August 21, 2018: 
General Fund        253-294 $  30,273.05    
Highway Fund         124-140 $  24,394.70      
Bernhards Bay Water         19-21 $673,057.86 
Seconded by Mr. Colesante.  
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino – Yes     Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Yes      
 

SUPERVISOR: 
Mr. Moran made the motion to approve the Supervisor’s report dated July 31, 2018, seconded by Mr. Moran. 
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino – Yes    Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Yes      
 

HIGHWAY: 

Mr. Woolridge reported: 
-Paving started on Monday, August 13th, portion on West Rd, shimmed by the County Trail on Lower Rd and 
Avery Rd.  The County will be grinding the section of road by both steel deck bridges the Town will then pave up 
to the bridges on Grannis and Cemetery Rds., Mill St. S, Hatchery, Tannery and Marsden Rd. are all on list to be 
paved as money is available.  
-Mr. Zimmer from Barton & Logudice will need to be contacted about the shoulder of State Route 49 and Willard 
Dr. where the water line went in.  The shoulder is dropping they will want to get that fixed. 
-They are a little behind making sand, the recent storms have put them behind. 
-Mr. Mosley asked about paving the Village, Mr. Woolridge believes as of right now they are only paving Sand 
St.  
 
Mr. Mosely told Mr. Woolridge and the board that the check has been delivered from West Monroe on half of the 
paver.  The Inter-municipal Cooperation Agreement between the Town of West Monroe and the Town of 
Constantia has been received and reviewed by Mr. Bader.  Mr. Colesante made the motion to authorize both Mr. 
Mosley and Mr. Woolridge to sign the agreement after Mr. Woolridge’s approval, seconded by Mr. Metzger. 
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino – Yes    Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Yes      
 
Mr. Metzger made the motion to accept the Highway Superintendent’s report as given, seconded by Mr. Moran.  
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino – Yes    Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Yes      
 
TOWN CLERK: 
Mrs. Haynes reported that the total receipts and disbursements for the Town Clerk’s Office for the month of July 
were $6,103.85. Mr. Metzger made the motion to accept the Town Clerk report as presented, seconded by Mr. 
Tomaino. 
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino –Yes     Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Yes      
 
ASSESSOR: 
Mr. Wheeler submitted the following: 
As summer quickly comes to an end, that can only mean one thing!  The school bills will be out really soon; and 
that usually translates into increased traffic in our office.  This year will be no different.  As many of you have 



 

heard by now, the STAR Exemption as we know it, is changing.  This year, the requirements have gotten more 
stringent, not only for the Enhanced STAR but for the Aged Exemption as well. 
 
This will be the last year that property owners will apply for any STAR Renewal Exemption with their local 
assessment office.  Starting next year, all inquiries as it relates to the STAR program, will be handled by State 
Representatives in Albany.  As the details are still, at this time being finalized, every property owner that has been 
receiving the Enhanced STAR and/or Aged Exemption, will receive information from our office sometime in 
October with detailed instructions and forms that will be necessary to continue to receive such exemptions.  As 
always, if anyone has any specific exemption questions, they are advised to contact our office. 
 
On another issue, there was some discussion on the potential of Solar and Wind Farms in the Town of Constantia.  
I am asking the Board to consider RPTL§487 Section 8, where the Town can decide to NOT offer these types of 
Exemptions by passing a local law.  This would be something to consider for a future board meeting. 
 
As always, should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Mr. Metzger made the motion to accept the Assessor’s report as submitted, seconded by Mr. Colesante. 
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino –Yes     Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Yes      
 
CODE ENFORCEMENT: 
Mr. Haynes sent the following report: 
As you can see on my reports, I was using 7/23/18 as a start date for my record keeping.   Since this date I have 
spent considerable time reviewing open permits from 2016-2017 there were 30 open permits, I have been able to 
close 8 of these permits.  I have made contact with 10 property owners and left messages with the remaining.  I 
will continue to follow up on these open permits.  On the 2018 permits, from 1/1/18 to present there are 39 open 
permits, 19 of which in our system show no inspections, I am working on following up on these.  From 7/23/18 to 
present I have issued 11 permits as indicated on my reports.   
 
I have been working on complaints as follows: 
 
2 require the attention of Mr. Bader, Town Attorney 
 -15 Louis Drive 
 -1392 County Route 23 
 
-114 Doris Park Drive made contact with owner, have given him 10 days to show progress.  
-Made contact with various residents living in campers explained the Town Law pertaining to this, one person did 
vacate on Nicholsville Rd.  I will be following up with the remaining. 
-Complaint on Nicholsville Rd and Shacksbush Rd about unregistered vehicles, they have been removed.   
-1522 State Route 49, Michael Lang- has mowed his lawn. 
 
8/14-8/16 attended first session of Code Enforcement training. 
 
As of today I was told of the violation report on the computer, will be following up on the open violations as time 
permits. 
 
Mr. Moran made the motion to accept Code Enforcement Officer’s report, seconded by Mr. Tomaino. 
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino – Yes   Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Yes     
 
JUSTICE: 
Mr. Moran made the motion to accept Justice Pelon's and Justice Simpson's report for July seconded by Mr. 
Colesante. 
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino – Yes   Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Yes     
 
DOG CONTROL: 

Mr. Tomaino made the motion to accept the Dog Control Officer’s report as received for July, seconded by Mr. 
Moran. 
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino – Yes   Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Yes     
 

PLANNING BOARD: 

No report. 
 

BOARD OF APPEALS: 
Minutes received from March 14th, April 18th, July 25th and August 1st. 
 

PARK AND RECREATION: 
Mrs. Zehr was in to discuss the three quotes she received for cameras at the park.  The quotes she showed the 
board range from $3,000 to $4,000.  Mrs. Zehr did get higher quotes, but thought they were too costly for the 
Town.  Mrs. Zehr feels the best one is from ADP has higher definition, they are suggesting 8 to 9 cameras.  The 
cost of the ADP is $3,500., Mrs. Zehr is not sure if there is enough money in the budget for this year.  Mr. 
Colesante would like to make sure this system is user friendly, the last one was not used for this reason.  Mr. 
Metzger would like to take up this issue at budget time seeing as there might not be enough in the budget this 
year.   
 



 

TUG HILL COMMISSION: 
Mr. Baxter reported: 
1. The deadline is coming up if you should wish to submit an event to the county’s winter/spring tourism events 

brochure. I have extra copies of the event submission form for you and the public. The form is available at 
http://visitoswegocounty.com/wp-content/uploads/Winter-2018-19-Entry-Form.pdf 

 or at https://tinyurl.com/osw-co-winter-2018  
2. I attended the Central New York Regional Economic Development Council on Tuesday, July 17 in Oswego, 

New York. 
3. I attended the county shared services meeting on Wednesday, July 25 in Mexico, at which the draft shared 

services plan was presented. 
4. The New York State Tug Hill Commission has planned its September meeting for Albion, New York, 

tentatively set for the Albion – Altmar Municipal Building, 15 Bridge Street, Altmar, New York on Monday, 
September 17 at 10:00 a.m. Official notice will go out with the confirmed meeting location as we get closer to 
the meeting. 

 The town board and the interested public are all most welcome to this meeting. 
5. The date of the Tug Hill Local Government Conference has been set for Thursday, March 28, 2019. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 

- Response letter from OCWA to Ms. Ridgeway on the Bernhards Bay Water District 
- New bank fee schedule effective 9/1/18, all town accounts will be charged a $5 fee to receive copies of 

checks as part of their bank statements.  Something the Town will need to reimburse each account for as 
most accounts are zero balance accounts.  This will effect all court accounts, town clerk and tax collector 
accounts and all accounts out of the supervisor’s office.  Also, the town will be enforcing the returned 
check fee to residents, the fee will be $25.00 for returned checks. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Mrs. Kline – Gale Rd would like to thank the ambulance members in attendance. Mrs. Kline recently needed to 
use the ambulance and felt they went above and beyond to care for her.  
 
Mrs. Griffin – 701 St. Rt. 49- asked about McIntosh Pallot, they have brought in their big grinder and this is 
leaving film and dust on everything, mounds of grindings are also very large.  Mr. Mosley has spoken to 
McIntosh in the past, they are within their legal right for size and height of the piles, but Mr. Mosley will reach 
out to them again. 
 
BOARD INITIATIVES AND COMMENTS: 
Mr. Moran spoke of the gateway sign that he has been working on.  Mr. Moran gave Mr. Bader a letter outlining 
the steps he has taken and where to go from here.  Mr. Moran is thinking that maybe the Town needs to put this 
on private property.  Mr. Bader will review the letter for discussion at the next meeting.  Mr. Woolridge will reach 
out to his contact at DOT to see if a simple modification can be made to the existing sign. 
 
Mr. Clark owner of the property that housed the old Nice & Easy has contacted Mr. Mosley again about donating 
the property to the town.  The questions the board members have are: has been a Phase 1 & Phase II study been 
done.  It would be a big liability for the town for the ground study alone.  Also has there been an assessment of 
the building for asbestos.  The board members are interested, but need a few answers.  
 
Solar and Wind – Mr. Colesante would like to task the planning board to review and develop a local law as it 
pertains to commercial wind and solar farms.  Other towns in the Tug Hill region have had some problems and 
hopefully the Town can get ahead of these issues.  Mr. Colesante did get some templates from the Tug Hill 
Commission these should help the planning board members with their efforts.  Mr. Colesante then made the 
motion to task the planning board to review the documents re: wind and solar farms and/or residential applications 
of the same to create a local law for the town of Constantia, seconded by Mr. Moran.     
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino – Yes    Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Abstain      
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
At 9:12 pm Mr. Colesante made the motion to go into executive session to discuss employee issues, seconded by 
Mr. Metzger. 
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino – Yes    Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Yes      
*Mrs. Haynes was not invited into executive session.  
 
At 9:26 pm Mr. Colesante made the motion to return from executive session and reopen the regular meeting of the 
town board seconded by Mr. Moran. 
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino – Yes    Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Yes      
 
Following executive session, Mr. Colesante made the motion to hire Mr. John T. Haynes of 103 Salt Rd, as Code 
Enforcement Officer for the Town of Constantia for 30 hours a week for an hourly wage of $17.50.  The board 
members after reviewing the received applications felt it was in the best interest of the Town to hire a resident for 
this position.  Seconded by Mr. Tomaino 
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino – Yes    Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Yes      
 
ADJOURN: 
At 9:28 pm Mr. Colesante made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Metzger. 
Carried:     Moran – Yes     Tomaino – Yes    Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes     Mosley - Yes      


